Surveyors Guide and Checklist for Vessels Loading Fertlizer and Raw Materials for Australia 

Guide to Charterers Loadport Survey for Inspection of Vessels

Standard

For vessels proceeding to Australia – No contamination is acceptable (zero tolerance)

Preamble

Inspections must be carried out during daylight hours only with hatches open and with the use of manlifts (where available) to enable proper access to all areas of holds.  Appropriate high powered hand held lighting and extendable mirrors should be used to assist in inspections.  Any major cleaning should not be undertaken by Surveyors.

If there is any doubt as to the standard of cleanliness required, direct container should be made with ………………………  For Sulphur cargoes only, vessel’s holds must be lime washed.  Hatch covers to be inspected from deck whilst opening.  Attached standard Checklist and/or Treatment Order to be used for all vessels.

Safety

Safe working practices are to be adhered to by Surveyors.  These should include abiding by Country, Port and Local safe practice procedures, using only qualified and licensed operators of lifting equipment, ensuring equipment is well maintained and is lifted in a safe manner.  When “walking the cargo” is carried out, ensure the hatch is open and vented and a stand-by person remains on deck in case of emergency.  A safety harness is to be worn in the hold and the atmosphere is to be tested particularly if Urea, Sulphate of Ammonia, Ammonium Phosphate or TSP have been loaded (refer Marine Orders 32, Section 8.2 & Appendix 3) and Appendix F of the IMO Code of Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes (BC Code) 1994 Edition.  Material Safety Data Sheets will be provided to the Surveyor.

The Master should be asked to declare whether any hold(s) have been chemically treated in the past 4 weeks and if so the chemical must be clearly identified and the appropriate safety precautions taken relating to that chemical and safe entry to an enclosed space with it.

Holds & Hatches

Must be:

· Free from ANY previous cargo residues

· Free from loose rust, scale or paint.  Painted surfaces must be properly applied and cured

· Dry and clean

· Free from odours

· In all ways in a suitable condition, fit and safe to receive and preserve the intended cargo

· Particular emphasis on previous cargo residue on overhead beams, hatch-end beams, hatch joints and hinges, frame brackets, pipe brackets, ladder ways, manhole covers etc

· It is recommended that where practical, chalk should be used to mark the sides and ends of holds after a section has been inspected to ensure that no part of the superstructure is missed with the movement of the man-lift up and down or sideways for cleaning purposes.

· Hatch covers should be opened and closed at least 3 times each prior to cleaning, to shake down any remnants of past cargoes.  This action is extremely important if any of the past 3 cargoes have been Agricultural products, specifically grain.

Must be:

· Free from ANY previous cargo residues

General

Although not part of a vessel cleanliness inspection it is requested that the following is also checked and reported on:

· All bilge covers, access covers, tank-top covers should be inspected and properly secured

· Bilge wells should be clean and dry with pumps in good working order

· Tank-tops should be free from protrusions, container fittings, pad eyes and the like

· Hatch covers must be demonstrably watertight with all seals and sealing faces in position and properly maintained

This document is designed as a GUIDE ONLY and covers minimum requirements which should be used by load-port surveyors in conjunction with the surveyor’s own experience, expertise and common sense in order to avoid cargo contamination and loss.

An ……………….. nominated surveyors will have our authority to act to ensure ………………..  interests are protected

If necessary, this authority includes:


(a)
Ability to delay loading of the vessel so inspection is performed in daylight hours


(b)
Calling for extra ship’s lighting to assist with inspection


(c)
Insisting on provision of mechanical man-lifter to facilitate inspection where available


(d)
Interrupt loading after sufficient cargo loaded to enable “walk over” inspection when cargo will subsequently fill hold

As ……………….. surveyor, it is very important that no indication verbally or in writing is given to the suppliers, owners, agents, masters or their appointed surveyors that you are taking over their responsibility for presenting the vessel ready for loading.

As ……………….. surveyor, any certificate or statement should indicate that you are only certifying that the holds were inspected and found to have been presented clean, dry and apparently grain free in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Charter Party, as stated by the Master

Place of inspection
………..…………..
Date of Inspection 
………..…………..

Name of Vessel 
………..…………..
Previous Name

………..…………..

Registered Call Sign
………..…………..
Unique Number
………..…………..

Details of all cargoes carried during the past 2 years as verified from the Log book(s) or Manifests:-

Commodity
Origin
Destination
Date Disch

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..
………..…………..

(If any of these cargoes vary at all with the originally list faxed through to the surveyor by the FIFA Member on vessel nomination from the Owners, then the relevant FIFA member is to be contacted immediately prior to any loading taking place.  Particular attention should be paid to voyages that may have involved part cargoes, which of course could include Agricultural products that were not originally declared.

………..…………..

………..…………..


Signed: Master

Signed: Surveyor


Official Stamp

Vessel Cleanliness Checklist

Site of Inspection
Hold


1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Hatch covers, joints and hinges, steel pontoons,

Horizontal stiffeners and pockets








Coamings, pontoon ledges, hatch cover tracks and  seals








Deck hand beams and hatch end beams








Ship’s side frames, stiffeners xxxxx & corner gussets








Pipe casings, flanges, guards & securing brackets








Spar ceiling & sockets








Forward & aft transverse bulkheads








Access ladders, platforms & access spaces including ventilation trouncing and monitor pipes








Tank top plating, ceilings & other metal surfaces








Manhole covers, bilge’s & lower wing tanks








Other








DECKS


COMMENTS **

All weather decks, framing & scuppers




Hatch ends, sides and piping




Mast houses and Crane Structures




Ships Gear including crane drums and wires




Foc’sle and foc’sle lockers




Superstructure




Other




**  If comments section has insufficient space please attach a separate page.

